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The Press, President and Presidential Popularity 



Abstract 

This study tested a path model of agenda-building examining the relationships 
among the press, president, and presidential popularity rating during the Reagan 
administration in the 1980s. This study found that as presidential emphasis on the drug 
issue increased, so did the press coverage of the drug issue. Also, as the press coverage of 
the drug issue increased, so did presidential emphasis about the drug issue. 
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